Chapter II.

THE LIFE OF KABfR (CW^).

The traditional life of Kabir has a poetical
beauty which in its power to commend a
Muhammadan Saint to Hindu followers may be
thankfully regarded as a prophecy of the greats
er reconciliation of conflicting faiths to which
so many of us look forward. The veil that lias
been drawn over the first beginnings of an
important religious movement we would rever-
ently raise, trusting thereby to add additional
lustre to the biave efforts of a distinguished
champion of religious truth.

Prof. WiLon, Lhe distinguished Sanscrit
scholar, to whose investigations every English
student d Indian religious thought owes so deep
a debt of gratitude, writes of the improbability,
not to say impossibility, of Kabir^s having been
a Muhammadan, and with uo more respect does
he treat Col. Malcolm's suggestion that he
belonged to the Sufi sect. Later writers have
been content to yield to authority and to
accept as established truth the judgement of a
great scholar.

Did we believe that Prof. Wilson had care-
fully investigated all the documents that are